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M Cheshire Hotels Ltd ﬁiws & WIRRAL
. . . Ooffer you the best in Hotel and Restaurant service at the

Dibbinsdale Hotel The Best for

Close to Raby Mere and Bromborough. Full a la carte menu

Norwegian Smorgasbord daily. Also open for Sunday lunch News == sports

Further details ring: 051-334 5171

Thornton Hall Hotel coverage

In seven acres of magnificent rural surroundings
Specialists in weddings and functions. Full a la carte menu
throughout the week. For further details ring 051-336 3938 and

Argyle & Sutherland Highlander Inn

= L
Plymyard Avenue, Eastham Telephone: 051-327 5664 Ad“ﬂftlSlng
Unique Pizza House
in Wirral
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av 23rd December 230 p m &7 15p.m
and then

't L ' ' “.\.\_-._'lv | l'uesday (B Xing Dav) 230 m &7 15 n.m

to Saturdav
Metropolitan Borough of Wirral. Department of Leisure Services | . -
n association with Week 2 Maomndan Saturdav 230pm &7 lopm
BARRIE STACEY wiier T i E i

34 ..1‘. wday Saturdar /.15 pm
present for the fourth successive year Wednesdav & Saturday 2 30 p m
m> MONDAY, 23 DECEMBER — SATURDAY. 20 JANUARY TI(‘hFTQ
A Fun-filled Family Pantomime Adulte FrontStalls: 9 Rear Sialls: 7ih
(AP, s & Children Front Stalls 70p  Rear Stalls S

ALL SEATS BOOKABLE BOX OFFICE 051-639 4360
Postal and Telephone Bookings accepted
Ask for details of Party Discounts

TO: Box Office, Floral Pavilion, New Brighton
. Wirral, Merseyside.
“CINDERELLA"

I Date [ avy

Poertormance iime Number of tickets
I Adulis al (Drice) = %
l () \} 5 N

Child At price}] = £

. . & ‘ II i remittance for the sum of
)fﬁk THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT VALUE FOR $

MONEY ON MERSEYSIDE I
m * ALL SEATS UNDER £1 * 3 L----------J

§ Booking Form -----1



EDITORIAL

Once again we have failed to get past the first round of
the League Cup and once again our failure has been
against a club from a lower division, all of which poses
the question: Is it a psychological barrier we're up
against?

There could be no doubt about our superiority over
Wigan Athletic in the first leg here at Prenton Park,
but we couldn’t turn that into goals and while there
was more equality about the play at Springfield Park,
we still managed to get a lead only to lose it minutes
later in a most careless way.

But all credit to the newcomers to the Football League
for the way they fought in both games and there can
be little doubt that they will more than hold their own
in the Fourth Division. What’s more. the drive that took
them into League football is apparent in the way they
have made Springfield Park a stadium equal to many in
the Second Division and better than most below that.

Directors: W.A.BOTHWELL Esg (Chairman)

H.B. TH&)MAS' Esg (Vice Chairman)
H.A. BAINBRIDGE Esq FCA
G.A.GOULD Esq JP, FCA

R.H.MOFFAT Esq JP
A.W. BREW Esq

Secretary: D.JOHNSON
General Manager: D.RUSSELL
n a “ Manager:
E HOBEHTSON (Trainer Coach)
Hon Medical Officers:
Dr.OLIVER ARCHER &Dr.R.HOLMES-EIVERS

Next Match Here:
ROVERS v HULL CITY

KICK OFF 3.00PM

—

Since Newcastle United and Sheffield Wednesday preceded
us in the list of Wigan’s victims in Cup-Ties, there can be
little disgrace in our failure. Let’s hope it proves, as last
season, to be merely the prelude to another good run in
the League.

These notes are being written in advance of our opening
League game at Lincoln and since Sincil Bank has been

a reasonably happy hunting ground for Rovers in recent
years, it may be that we have got off to a good start.

But tonight will be a real test of character for Swindon
Town have always been tough opposition to overcome.
Anyway , the hope must be for a League run to equal
last season’s.

SATURDAY 26th AUGUST 1978




So it's goodbye to Football League Cup glory
for another year and frankly there's no way |
can explain why Rovers buckle so badly against
teams that five times out of six they would beat
in a League match. It's all very disappointing,
for whatever one does in the League, its a good
Cup run that puts the icing on the cake and
brings the fans the excitement no League match
can produce.

If there was one bright spot in the gloom of our
failure to overcome Wigan at home or away it
had to be the fact that Denis Postlewhite showed
as stand-in centre-half that he has a future in the
game.

Since joining Rovers straight from school, where
he was a goal-scoring centre-forward, Denis has
been something of a utility player in the Reserves
and it was something of a gamble throwing him
in against Wigan, but the lad justified that gamble

Continued overleaf . . .

Top Twenty
Catermg Co. Ltd.

Contract Caterers

579 BOROUGH ROAD, BIRKENHEAD
Phones: 652 1689 and 608 4212




Continued from previous page

and helped to ease my disappointment over the
result.

But as always the cry is for new faces and big
names. Well, | had hoped that tonight we would
be presenting one of the biggest names ever to
appear on a Tranmere team sheet. For the past
week | have been negotiating with Tommy
Smith of Liverpool in the hope that he'd cross
the water to Prenton Park, and at the time of
writing the negotiations are still going on, so
there’s no way of saying how thev will turn

out. But the competition from Swansea City for
the Iron Man of Anfield has been massive and |
was left in no doubt that Tommy saw a link-up
with his old team-mate, John Toshack, as a good
move. One doesn’t get a player like Tommy for
peanuts, but it’s good to know that | had the
full backing of the directors to go all out for
him.

OLD BOYS ON THE TARGET

You could call it the old boys’ revenge, for by an odd
coincidence, Rovers’ first and second teams were thwarted
last Saturday week by two former Tranmere juniors.

Tommy Gore scored the last second equaliser which took
Rovers to the second leg League Cup match against Wigan
Athletic all square instead of being at least one goal up.

Meanwhile, in the final of the Liverpool Senior Cup at
Formby, this handsome trophy was won by the home side
with a goal scored by Whittier, an ex-Tranmere junior, who
came on as substitute in the second half.

'NOEL KELLY SPORTS SHOP

22 ALLPORT LANE, BROMBOROUGH
Telephone: 051-334 2318

for
QUALITY SPORTSWEAR & EQUIPMENT
LARGE QUANTITIES OF SQUASH & BADMINTON RACQUETS
ALWAYS IN STOCK

Suppliers to Tranmere Rovers



COLLECTOR'S ITEM

Just over 4,200 people turned up for our
Football League Cup tie against Wigan Athletic,
yet more than 4,500 copies of our re-shaped

programme were sold. The reason is easy to find.

As it was Wigan's first match under the auspices
of the Football League the programme became
a collector’s item, and requests poured in from
all over Britain.

Happily, we also received many compliments on
the jauntiness of the new style and it is hoped
that as the season goes on we shall be able to
introduce new features.

But everything will be determined by cost, since
our programme remains one of the cheapest in
the country. Wigan's for instance, is priced at
15p, while another came our way from Lincoln
over the weekend and that was 20p.

P. CHAPMAN

PRENTON PARK CAMPING & SPORTS CENTRE
Camping, Sailing & Fishing Specialist

(FFacing Tranmere Rovers Football Stadium) Cash Discount
14 PRENTON ROAD WEST BIRKENHEAD

Tel: 051-608 1114

SPEKE RUBBER CO. LTD.

P.O.BOX 1
VALLEYFIELD

1 STRATFORD ROAD
LIVERPOOL L19 3RH

for: Safety & Non-Safety Footwear
I[ndustrial Protective Clothing, Aprons,
Gloves, O;eralls, Helmets, Goggles,

Hosepipe, Adhesives and everything in rubber
Distributors for Dunlop Footwear and Dunlop Hose



Allied Irish Banks

on both sides of the
Mersey

Whether you live in Birkenhead or Liverpool there's no need to cross the river to your nearest Allied Irish Bank. If you live in

Birkenhead call and see Hugh Smith; if in Liverpool Jim McDonagh.is always ready to help. From then on all the services that
AIB have to offer are yours for the asking.

Our network of branches throughout Ireland and Britain together with representative offices in Brussels, New York and

Chicago ensure a comprehensive range of services in every sphere of Commercial Banking, Merchant Banking, Instalment
Finance and Leasing . ..

SO WHY NOT CALL IN AND HAVE A CHAT — ON EITHER SIDE OF THE RIVER — AND SEE WHAT AIB CAN DO
FOR YOU?

1a Hamilton Street, Birkenhead Telephone: (051) 647 8437

llied Irish Banks

13/15 Renshaw Street, Liverpool Telephone (051) 708 9444

Ireland’s biggest bankin Britain



TEN YEARS AGO THEY WON THE CUP

One of the minor mysteries of soccer is why so
many teams bear the nickname The Robins’.
Swindon are among them, although they’ve also
been called “The Railwaymen’ and, like most
Wiltshiremen, “The Moonrakers”,

Whatever the nickname, the fact remains that
they have known a lot of success in the past ten
years or more, including a spell in the Second
Division and a sensational Football League Cup
Final win over Arsenal ten years ago. Yes ten
years, although it seems only like yesterday that
we were watching that match on the telly and
marvelling at the skill of winger Don Rogers.

Rovers have good reason to remember that season
for we played at the County Ground on one of the
coldest February nights the writer can recall, only
a few days before the big Wembley occasion, and,
with Cup Final tickets on sale that night, we were
rewarded with a share of a very large gate. What's
more we gave the Division leaders, as Swindon,
were, a fright by holding them until the last few
minutes when Rogers (but who else?) scored the
oniy goal of the match.

This followed a memorable match at Prenton Park
in the same season when Swindon beat us by five
goals to three, Rogers getting a hat trick, and even
in defeat a very large Rovers’ crowd went home
tingling with the excitement of it all and knowing
that in The Robins they had seen the best in the
Third Division at that time.

After five years in the Second Division, Swindon
returned in 1974 to the Third and in the past

year or two they have been rebuilding towards
another promotion thrust. Danny Williams, the
man who took them to Wembley, is still there, but
the team manager is Bobby Smith, who has
acquired the distinction of managing three clubs
in one season — Bury, Port Vale and Swindon.

Town, like Rovers, are within sight of their
centenary, having been founded in 1881. They
were founder members of the Third Division
South in 1920, but long before that they had won
some small fame as a non-League club through
Harold Fleming, who played 11 times for England
while Swindon were still in the wilderness, as it
were,



SELLING YOUR
CAR?
Why not give it
SERVICE| a New Sparkle

677 2244 A Sunroof |
BRAKES ol
Vinyl Roof

EXHAUSTS
SHOCKERS
SERVICES!
CLUTCHES

Repairs, Trimming
and Upholstery

BEBINGTON WAY

SERVICE STATION
OLD CHESTER ROAD

A Range of Sunroofs
for Real Choice!

YLAKE ROAD 644 9600
bioncron Do

SNELSONS

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS

FEES ONLY 1%

FREE SALES VALUATIONS

NO SALE NO FEE

PROMPT STRUCTURAL SURVEYS
AT REASONABLE CHARGE

179 GRANGE ROAD
BIRKENHEAD (opposite CO-OP)

051 647 4811




the Wenners

The start of a new season. There’s no time like it.

This is soccer’s spring, a time of fresh hopes and
new horizons.

Take the lid off any of the 92 Football League
clubs and you will find optimism bubbling. It
goes with the freshly cut green turf, the new
paint on the terraces and around the ground and
the players sunburned from foreign holidays.

[t’s football in shirt sleeves and plastic macs.
Most people think about success: that perhaps
this could be a good year. Few contemplate
failure.

Yet by next May, ten clubs will have suffered
relegation, four the humiliation of applying for

re-election to the League and managers will be
out of their jobs because the clubs who fared
badly had to find a scapegoat for failure.

I say all this because by November many clubs
will feel the optimism of August was misplaced
and the time wasted. August is the most difficult
time of all to make predictions. because all
you've got to go on is recent history. And
history does not repeat itself all that often in
soccer.

Nevertheless I'm going to stick my neck out and
give you Nick’s teams to follow, and if they feel
any more optimistic for setting off with my
blessings then at least 1 can say | also warned
them.

In the First Division look for Liverpool, because
you can’t possibly look the other way: Arsenal,
if Don Howe stays as coach, and Ipswich.

Now that Bobby Robson has finally broken

Continued overleaf . . . .



Sensational offer:
RENT A CO-OP 20
COLOURTY
FOR ONLY
£1-57

WEEKLY’

You will be able to
enjoy all your favourite
programmes in
glorious colour

specially forus by
Bush and incorporate
the new AX colour
tube for much

at what must be crisper pictures.
the lowest When you
rental any- rent from
where for this Telescope,
size set. The you have the
sets are benefit of
beautifully styled quality sets
backed up by

with teak effect
cabinets and
elegant castor
mounted stands.
They are made

speedy, reliable

service from
fully qualified
engineers.

- ‘Approx weekly equivalent
when you pay 1 year advance rantal of £81 77

_ = == GRANGE ROAD
= BIRKENHEAD
== Co-operative
Where the best in TV Rental costs less Retail Services
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Continued from previous page . . .

Ipswich’s luck by winning something | believe
the side can play with a little less tension
towards the end of the season, when in the past
nerves and fatigue have let them down.

I think they’re good enough to win a place in
Europe but not hot enough for the champion-
ship.

In the Second Division | tip Wrexham to do
better than Newcastle and Leicester, newly
relegated from the top flight, but not well
enough to bounce straight into the First
Division. For that honour [ tip Brighton — who
only missed out last season because the three
sides above them were of such high quality -
Oldham and West Ham.

I’ll reserve judgement on Tranmere in Division
Three but [ expect great things from Swansea
City, who should have plenty of big names in
the side if John Toshack gets his way, Watford
Gillingham and Bury.

Division Four leaves me in the dark but here
goes with Bournemouth, Aldershot, Bradford
and Stockport County.

To all teams I have mentioned | offer my
apologies in advance. By November a manager
may realise that August has set him cnough
problems without being tipped to win anything.

o d od ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok kR ok ok kR kR kAR R kAR

THE KING'S MEN

For some time now we have been looking around
for a signature tune with which Rovers could be
identified. It is hoped that the search has ended
with the introduction of the regimental march

of the King's Regiment, with which Merseyside
is closely identified. Appropriately, it might be
called ‘The King's Men" and that's the tune to
which the team will take the field tonight.



he did not forget to send a message of good

wishes to his old Prenton Park team-mates before
their League Cup tie against Wigan Athletic.

Bobby Tynan has made a déesperately unhappy They, in turn, will be looking in to see him at

start to his new career with Blackpool F.C. for Wrightington.

the injury he received in an Anglo-Scottish Cup

match against Burnley at Turf Moor a fortnight

ago has proved much more serious than first

seemed likely. Tranmere Rovers know when they’re on to

I Happily he is a well-balanced lad and has the
Q Uc 9 o g H courage to fight this stroke of adversity. In fact,

a good thing, they use —

In a collision with an inexperienced young team-

mate, Bobby fell awkwardly and damaged the

ligaments of his knee. He is in Wrightington Ea‘/esway
Hospital near Wigan, reckoned one of the finest

orthopaedic hospitals in the country, and it seems

likely that he will be there for several weeks. Coaches

Ft may be several months before Bobby, who had Why don’t vou for your next outing?
just become to show his real class with Blackpool, ; - > ' '
is fit to take the field again.



KEVIN ROBERTS is a Bristol lad who signed
for Swindon from Weiton Rovers in March 1977.
He made two first team appearances last season.

JOHN McLAUGHLIN, a Londoner, made his
League debut with Colchester in 1971—72, but
after winning England youth honours and
making 66 League appearances with the East
Anglians, he moved to Swindon in December
1973. By the end of last season he had figured
in 177 first team games for the Wiltshire side,
mostly at right back, but operating from time
to time in midfield.

STEVE AIZLEWOOD started with his home
town team, Newport County in 1969 and made
191 League appearances with them before
joining Swindon in March. 1976. He is a former
Welsh under-23 International.

KENNY STROUD, although born in London,
has been with Swindon since he was an

apprentice and is now one of their longest
serving players. Signed as a professional in 1970,
he made is League debut in 1971/72 season but
had to wait three more years before establishing
himself as a regular.

ANDY FORD hails from Minehead and started
his career with Bournemouth although he never
graduated to their League side. It wasn‘t until
he moved to Southend in 1972 that he tasted

L eague football. He joined Swindon at the start
of last season and took over from the long-
serving John Trollope at left back, but he has
been converted into a central defender.

RAY McHALE, from Sheffield, has been a
frequent visitor to Prenton Park, first with
Chesterfield back in 1972, then with Halifax
Town, for whom he was top scorer one season
from a midfield position. He joined Swindon in
1976, usually plays as a link-man and the power
of his shooting makes him the ideal penalty
kicker.



CHRIS KAMARA comes from Middlesborough,
but entered League football with Portsmouth

s one of the youngsters forced through by
Pompey’s financial problems. The same problems
forced Portsmouth to sell him to Swindon just
pefore the start of last season. He has been a
deputy centre forward but prefers midfield.

BRIAN WILLIAMS /s under the command of
manager Bobby Smith for the second time in
his career. He was at Bury, for whom he played
148 games, before Mr Smith sold him to Queens
Park Rangers and had 22 First Division outings
with the Londoners before rejoining his old boss
at Swindon in June.

IAN MILLER /s another former Bury player.

He moved to Nottingham Forest, but didn’t
make the first team. In August 1975 he joined
Doncaster Rovers and was transferred to Swindon
who had shown a lot of interest in him over a
period of several months.

CHRIS GUTHRIE knows the ups and downs of
football for he had first division experience with
his home town team, Newcastle United, before
being transferred to Southend United in 1972.
107 games and a lot of goals later he was
transferred to Sheffield United, but he never
really settled down at Bramall Lane. Transferred
to Swindon in the summ of 1977, he plays the
traditional centre-forward role.

PHIL BATES /s known to his team-mates as
Chic. From West Brom, he spent seven years as
a part-timer in the Southern League before
signing for Shrewsbury in 1974. There he was
top scorer for two seasons and was transferred
to Swindon last January.

DAVE CUNNINGHAM, from Kirkcaldy, started
with Brechin City in the Scottish Second Division
before being signed by Southend in 1973. Then
he had a spell on loan with Hartlepool and
moved to the County Ground in the close-season
of 1977. On the small side, he plays with great
determination in midfield or on the wing.
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Properties Required

All Districts Merseyside
Valuations

Building Society Mortgages
All Types Insurance

Arranged.

E. L. DARBYSHIRE FSVA.

68 GRANGE ROAD WEST,

BIRKENHEAD
Telephone 652 1451-2

BROMBOROUGH PAINTS

AND BUILDING SUPPLIESLTD

PAINT/WALLPAPER
DEPARTMENT

38 Village Road
Bromborough

334 1237/9

(North Wales Branch
Abergele 824533)

CROWN, DULUX &
BERGER PAINTS

CROWN, ICI, NAIRN
WALLCOVERINGS

POLYCEL, AQUASEAL,
CUPRINOL, UNI-BOND,

JOHNSONS TILES &
ALL DECORATOR’'S
SUNDRIES

BUILDING
DEPARTMENT

Bridle Road
Eastham

327 5661/3

CEMENT, PLASTER
PLASTERBOARD

CATNIL STEEL
LINTELS

UNDERGROUND
DRAINAGE

SAND, GRAVEL
LIMESTONE
CONCRETE FLAGS
GARDEN EDGINGS

SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE
(MERSEYSIDE, CHESHIRE AND NORTH WALES)



RFIXTURELIST -
belts.

|
’
|
|
l

Hazard warning flashers.
Heated rear window.

Mute plaid cloth seat trim.
Armrests on all doors.

Sports steering wheel.

=

=1 c
oL =2

Boot mat.

2-speed wipers with
lick wipe.

Electric screen wash.

Comprehensive instrument
console.

11-stage body protection
process that includes

Acrylic lacquer paint and |5 ]
full underbody seal.

Fitted carpeting.

Internal bonnet lock. 22 :
Ignition steering column

Fresh air heater with lock.
2-speed blower fan.

Reclining front seats.

Reversing lights. / F “ E \

VAUXHALLCHEVETTE

The above fixtures relate to the Chevette Saloon ‘L.



TRANMERE ROVERS

0D 0N s WN -

STEVE PEPLOW
TOMMY O'NEILL

SWINDON TOWN

CHRIS KAMARA
BRIAN WILLIAMS

DICK JOHNSON 1 KEVIN ROBERTS
RAY MATHIAS 2 JOHN McLAUGHLIN
EDDIE FLOOD 3 STEVE AIZLEWOOD
LES PARRY 4 KEN STROUND
DENIS POSTLEWHITE 5 ANDY FORD
CLIVE EVANS 6 RAY McHALE

7

8

9

RONNIE MOORE

10 JOHN KERR
11 HUGH McAULEY

Referee:

K.W. Baker (Rugby)

IAN MILLER

10 CHRIS GUTHRIE
11 PHIL BATES

Linesmen: Red Flag - M. Darby
Yellow Flag - R.F. Nixon

WHISTLE STOP

Ken Baker of Rugby beﬁan refereeing in 1959 and
had reached the Football League line by 1967. He

has now been on the full referees’ list for several
years. For 12 years he served with the Metropolitan
and Warwickshire Police, rising to the rank of detec-
-tive inspector. He is now chief security and traffic
officer at the National Exhibition Centre. . Married
with four children, he is a keen tennis player.
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OVERALL
SUFPLIERS 7O 77E

CATERING VOUSTRY

Specialist Clothing for the
Catering Industry

Large or Small — we can supply from stock
or to special design ol

Telephone or write:
76/80 Islington, Liverpool L3 8LG

051-207 2453/4

BREW

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING SERVICE AT ITS BEST
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